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STANDING COMMITTEE ON UNIFORM LEGISLATION AND STATUTES REVIEW 
Ninety-third Report — “Review of the Planning and Development (Development Assessment Panels) 

Regulations 2011” — Tabling 

HON KATE DOUST (South Metropolitan — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [2.16 pm]: I am directed to 
table the ninety-third report of the Standing Committee on Uniform Legislation and Statutes Review, “Review of 
the Planning and Development (Development Assessment Panels) Regulations 2011”. 

[See paper 3224.] 

Hon KATE DOUST: Pursuant to a referral from the Legislative Council, the committee was required to review 
the operation and effectiveness of the regulations in accordance with section 171F of the Planning and 
Development Act 2005. Consistent with the referral, the committee did not consider the policy of the regulations 
or whether development assessment panels should have been introduced in Western Australia. 

The regulations introduced DAPs as decision-making bodies for the purposes of determining applications for 
planning approvals in Western Australia. For certain types of planning applications, DAPs have taken the place 
of local governments and the Western Australian Planning Commission. DAPs determine planning applications 
for each local government area where a planning scheme applies. A local development assessment panel 
operates for the City of Perth and eight joint development assessment panels operate in various other 
metropolitan and regional areas. 

The committee considered evidence from a wide range of stakeholders, including community organisations, 
individual community members, government agencies, legal and planning experts, local governments, industry 
bodies and presiding members of DAPs. The evidence revealed a number of opposing views. The committee 
identified a number of issues including concerns about the impact of the currency of some local planning 
schemes on determinations by DAPs; the lack of a third-party right of review of DAP determinations; the role of 
local government councillors on DAPs; concerns about confidential processes; the extent to which DAPs are 
required to give reasons for determinations; how DAPs exercise discretionary powers; and the training of DAP 
members. The committee observed that the level of concern in some sectors of the community with the DAP 
system has arisen from a number of decisions that have caused frustration and a feeling of being disempowered 
and unable to influence the outcome of DAP determinations; and that there is a level of disconnect between what 
some in the community expect from and understand about the planning process and what is actually delivered by 
the DAP system. This community concern and level of disconnect could be reduced by the government 
addressing community expectations of transparency of the DAP process and undertaking further engagement 
with the community on the planning process. 

The committee has made 19 recommendations that it believes will enhance the operation and effectiveness of the 
regulations and ensure they better reflect the purposes identified by the government prior to their introduction. 
During the inquiry, the government enacted a number of significant amendments to the regulations. The 
committee formed the view that the timing of these amendments, as well as the failure of the government to give 
the committee advance notice of their enactment, was inappropriate and hampered its work. Part of the rationale 
for this view was that the changes effected by the amendments have only been in force for a few months, 
impacting on the committee’s ability to conduct a meaningful inquiry into their operation and effectiveness. 
I commend the report to the house. 
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